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HISTORY
• Paul Schafer’s personal collection
• Adirondack Research Center at 
Schaffer Library in 1979
• 1988 merger becoming the “Education 
arm of the AfPA”
• Numerous moves and organizational 
changes, later rebranded as ARL
• Now a part of Union College and 
managed jointly between college 
librarians and Kelly Adirondack Center
OVERVIEW
• 75+ archival collections with focus 
on 20th century conservation 
movement in NYS
• 3000+ books dating back to 1808
• 30+ Adirondack and environmental 
periodicals
• Historic Maps
• AV materials including documentary 
films produced by Paul Schaeffer
COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS
• John S.  Apperson Jr. papers (ARL-
012) and Paul Schafer collection 
(ARL-013) 
Two pioneers of grassroots 
conservation activism in New York 
State. Their work impacted national 
dialogue about protecting the 
environment and the growing 
conservation movement.
COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS
• Kay Flickinger Dockstader papers 
(ARL-048)
An early 46er and first woman to 
ascend Mt. Iroquois on skis. Encouraged 
winter recreation in the ADKS.  Took 
many photographs while hiking (being 
digitized this summer!)
COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS
• Jeanne Robert Foster papers (ARL-
037)
Poet, fashion model, and social worker 
from the Adirondacks. Involved in 
European literary and political circles in 
the 1920s.  Awarded honorary degree 
by Union College in 1970.
COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS
• Archives of the Association for the 
Protection of the Adirondacks (part 
of ARL-073)
Fully indexed record of issues facing 
the Adirondack Park and the Forest 
Preserve as confronted by the AfPA
starting in 1901. Arranged 
chronologically by year.
REQUEST AND USE ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS
• Finding Aids on Digital Works (IR)
• ArchivesSpace
• Guide to Archives
• Contact ARL staff for more 
information or to set up appointment
• Materials may be scanned for 
research purposes
GENERAL COLLECTION
• Books, periodicals, and more found 
through Schaffer Library catalog
• Materials do not circulate but may be 
viewed on site
• Other resources available through 
library website
DIGITAL COLLECTIONS
• Continuing to grow…
• New York Heritage
• Digital Works (IR)
• Grassroots Activism and the 
American Wilderness digital exhibit
• Adirondack Journal of Environmental 
Studies
• Adirondack Chronology
IMPLICATIONS FOR RESEARCH
• Resources at the ARL can be used for many 
different course needs
• Courses taught by Paul Schaffer and others
• Adirondack mini-term
• Summer Research Fellowships
• See handout
WEBSITES AND RESOURCES
• Grassroots Activism and the American Wilderness Digital Exhibit
https://muse.union.edu/arl-collections/
• Apperson and Schaffer Collections New York Heritage
https://nyheritage.org/collections/john-s-apperson-jr-and-paul-schaefer-collections
• ARL collections on Digital Works (finding aids, maps, publications, etc.)
https://digitalworks.union.edu/arl/
• ArchivesSpace
https://archives.union.edu/
MORE WEBSITES AND RESOURCES
• Adirondack Journal of Environmental Studies
https://digitalworks.union.edu/ajes/
• Adirondack Research Library
https://www.union.edu/adirondack-research-library
• Kelly Adirondack Center
https://muse.union.edu/adirondack/
• ARL archives Blog
https://www.union.edu/adirondack-research-library/arl-blog
CONTACT
• Kelly Adirondack Center and Adirondack Research Library are located at 897 St. David’s 
Lane in Niskayuna, NY
• The library is open 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday to Friday and by Appointment
• Email: arl@union.edu
• Phone: (518) 388-7001
• Staff:
Margie Amodeo, Center Coordinator (amodeom@union.edu)
Matthew Golebiewski, Project Archivist (golebiem@union.edu)
